
Titrud 
Our Mangyan Students 
After sending off our latest update, some asked about our students, if there will be schooling for them. 
 
Although the government schools in the Philippines will not open until October, our students and staff 
prefer not to wait another month and will begin schooling on September 7. Due to the government 
restrictions related to the virus, their schooling will be in their villages. Erica (who has been one of our 
main staff members for 3 plus years) will be going to the various government offices to get her health 
clearance and permit to travel to the other end of the island (5 hours away by van). She is willing to 
stay there a whole year teaching our 10 students there, whose first language is Tawbuid Oriental. On 
her way she will drop off study materials for our Hanunuu main translator who is willing to teach our 4 
Hanunuu students in her area. Topher and Sacio will be teaching our 12 students in the mountains in 
the southern part of Mindoro, whose first language is Tawbuid Occidental. Melanie will be helping 
them with lesson plans, especially for English and Science. We are grateful for those who have and will 
be sending us school materials for the above students. Thanks for your prayers for the students and 
the staff. I've been told that the students are anxious to get back to studying. Apparently they prefer to 
be back at our school in San Jose, Mindoro, but they are nonetheless grateful for our staff's willingness 
to come to them. They say they miss lolo and lola though. Nice to know one is missed. 
 
We do have 3 of our grandkids via Shoni with us presently. They come to stay with lolo and lola for a 
few days every month. Yesterday Shoni, Jude and I (with Jordyn sitting on the bike trailer behind me) 
biked to Clarissa (6 miles/10 kilometers). Jude who just turned 5 was able to bike the whole way. My 
buddy in Clarissa took Jude and Jordyn back to our farm in his car and Shoni and I continued biking 
back to the farm. About 2 miles from the farm I saw the Amish loading hay on their huge hay rack (a 
frame mounted on the running gear of a wagon and used especially in hauling hay or straw) . They 
were using a hay loader behind the hay rack being pulled by horses, like I remember being used here 
on the farms when I was around 5 years old. I pulled over my bike into the ditch telling Shoni to go on, 
and I jumped up on the hay rack and helped them fill up one huge load of hay. Kind of fun and 
somewhat exhausting for this 70 year old. After that and all the biking I slept early last night.  : ) 
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